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Course content and learning outcomes
The aim of this course is to develop students learning of different systematic reviews. These are
analyzed regarding objectives, content and form. The function and use of reviews are contextualized
and critically analyzed in relation to research, policy and practice. Within the course there will also be
workshops focusing on how to construct a research review.
After accomplishing the course the students are expected to:
 have knowledge of common types of systematic reviews in the area of education
 understand different objectives, functions and use of systematic reviews in research, policy
and practice
 have the ability to search, identify, compare and critically evaluate and discuss reviews
 be able to construct and carry out a research review of relevance to the student’s thesis
Instructions and examination
Classes will include lectures on the course literature, seminar discussions of selected literature and
workshops on systematic reviews. In addition, every student will write a final paper including two
sections: the first is a self-constructed review relevant for the student’s thesis and the second is a
reflection of the review based on course literature.
Attendance and active participation in discussions and workshops is mandatory. To some extent
absence may be compensated with additional assignments according to teacher directions. The
examination will be graded Pass or Fail and the grade will depend on performance in class and on the
quality of the final paper.
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Some further articles on relevant topics may be added.

Reference literature
Educational Research Review – An author guide to writing articles and reviews for Educational
Research Review.
Research reviews commissioned by and disseminated by National Agencies: the Swedish Agency of
Research (Vetenskapsrådet), the National Agency of Education (Skolverket) and the Swedish
Institute of Research (Skolforskningsinstitutet)

Doctoral students’ own choice of literature
Research/literature reviews in dissertations and scientific journals within the doctoral student’s area of
expertise.
International articles within the doctoral student’s area of expertise will function as a basis for the
construction of a research review.

