
The public school in Denmark has to be for all kids. Due to this the government has decided 
that we should move from 5,6 % to 4 % kids, who recieves special education.  
This means that 10.000 kids should have to be included to the normal public school or one kid 
in every third class.  
 
Christine Antorini (former danish educationminister): ”Special education is for those who 
needs it. But we have to attentive if it helps the kids. There are indications namely that special 
education for many children has any visible beneficial effect.”  
 

 
 
This is how many kids who goes to public school.  
 
Benefits with more kids attending to the public school: 

- Less kids who are out of the big community 
- More well-being and welfare. 
- Special education costs more 
- More people attending the educations and more people entering the labor market. 

 
27 % schools in Denmark have parents who have pulled their kids out of school, due to too 
many inclusions kids.  
 
The purpose 
The purpose of the danish school system is to ensure that the students acquire knowledge and 
new skills. Other than that the students must get prepared for further education. Furthermore 
the school is supposed to prepare the students for participation, responsibility, rights and 
chores in a community with freedom and democracy.  
 
The structure 
One year of pre-school-class 
Nine years of primary and lower secondary school 



A one year 10th form 
 
Education is compulsory in Denmark for 10 years in the age 6-7 to 16. The education can take 
place in a public school, private school or at home. The only requirement is, that accepted 
standards are met.  
 
The classes in the Danish “Folkeskole” are based on the students’ ages and there are 
approximately 20 students in each class - it must not exceed 28 students.  
 
The following subjects are compulsory for all students in primary and lower secondary 
school: 
 
1) Subjects in the humanities 

a) Danish in all form levels.  
b) English in form levels 1-9.  
c) Christian studies in all form levels, except for the year in which confirmation 
takes place.  
d) History in form levels 3-9.  
e) Social studies in form levels 8 and 9. 
f) One more language (german or French) on form levels 5-9  

2) Practical/Creative subjects 
a) Physical education in all form levels.  
b) Music in form levels 1-6.  
c) Visual arts in form levels 1-5.  
d) Design, wood and metalwork, home economics in one or more form levels 
between levels 4-7. 

3) Science Subjects 
a) Mathematics in all form levels.  
b) Natural sciences/technology in form levels 1-6.  
c) Geography in form levels 7-9.  
d) Biology in form levels 7-9.  
e) Physics/chemistry in form levels 7-9. 

 
The Minister of Education determines the regulations and objectives for specific form levels 
for the specific subjects. This is called “Common objective” and is what the teachers use to 
make a plan for their topics to make sure, that the student acquire the knowledge and skills 
they are supposed to.  
 


